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With these facts staring him in the face, what had General Jackson to look to? lie had hut one resource. He had 5,300 Tennesseans on the way to New Orleans. Two thousand eight hundred of them under General Coffee had made a forced march across the wilderness, a distance of 450 miles, and reached Mohile a few days before, and had gone immediately to Pensaeola, had captured the fortifications, and had driven the British out of the bay, and were now following General Jackson, who had gone ahead to New Orleans.
'(lie other ,2,500 had built boats on the Cumberland, and by the almost mysterious blessing of heaven there came a great (lood early in November, and these .2,500 men under General Carroll were llonting down the Mississippi River when Jackson reached New Orleans.
1 have said the great victory over the British at New Orleans was the turning point in the most critical part of American history. Qualifying that, I wish to say that the ('reek campaign, the victory at Mobile Bay, and the victory at I'ensaeola, made, the victory at New Orleans possible by Tennessee soldiers, and the Creek campaign had enabled our commissioners at Ghent to get terms which they could afford to accept. The battle of New Orleans came at a lime when the citizen soldier quality was at the greatest discount.
All New Kngland was clamoring for peace on any terms. Victory after victory over our army had greatly discouraged our own Government; .so much so, that with full knowledge of the purpose of Kngland to concentrate her forces on the South, not a soldier could be sent to Jackson.
It was at a time, too, when the British press and people were heaping ridicule upon us as a nation of cowards. Several of these offensive diatribes 1 published in a former chapter.
The. battle of New Orleans put a new face on the fighting quality of citizen soldiers; it made volunteer service theted, and even judges that were jealous and standing on their technical rights, while the British army approached the city to take away all rights.and desponding, hung upon him like an incubus, and paralyzed all his exertions. In regard to this House of Assembly theng the conqueror of Europe, driving him into exile, and restoring Louis XVIII to the French throne, now menacingleet could furnish, if required, a body of 1,500 marines. General Keine foundly mistaken,e in the blood of our citizens? What! retrograde under such cir-fmy in whose bravery he had the utmost confi-
